October 27, 2017
Initiative 17-0022

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:

DEFINES LEGAL STANDARD FOR CLAIM OF SELF-DEFENSE IN CERTAIN
CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS OF LAW-ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. REQUIRES
JURY TRIAL FOR SPECIFIED CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS OF LAW-
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
Requires that law-enforcement officers who are prosecuted for crimes involving use of lethal or
near-lethal force be held to a reasonable-person standard equal to or higher than that required for
ordinary citizens to prevail on self-defense claims. Requires that criminal trials of law-
enforcement officers be by jury for charges related to abuse of power or authority, unlawful or
excessive force under color of law, or violent felonies. Summary of estimate by Legislative
Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Likely minor

net fiscal impact on annual state and local criminal justice costs. (17-0022.)



